FIRE PROTECTION FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS FACILITY AND ITS STAFF
FIRE PROTECTION TRAINING: FEDERAL OSHA

29 CFR 1910.157 (g) mandates that the employer shall provide a thorough educational training program with fire extinguishers for employees who have been provided a fire extinguisher in the working environment, to familiarize them with the general principles of using a fire extinguisher and the hazards involved with incipient stage fire fighting. 

· The educational training program shall take place immediately upon employment
· Annual retraining is also required. 

· Those individuals, who have been designated to fight fires in an emergency plan and program, must receive special training with the appropriate fire fighting equipment. 

· This training will take place immediately for this type of assignment, and be renewed annually. 

· If there is an established and  fully implemented Fire Safety Plan and Policy that requires immediate and total evacuation of all employees upon the sounding of the fire alarm system signal, fire extinguisher training is not required. 

· The Fire Emergency Evacuation Safety Plan and Policy must meet the Federal Requirements of 29 CFR 1910.38. 

· This mandate also applies when extinguishers are not available in the workplace (unless mandated by 29 CFR1910 requiring a portable extinguisher be provided).

FIRE SAFETY SYSTEMS: FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

The Fire Safety System must meet the Federal Fire Protection Regulations: 29 CFR, Subpart L. 1910.155-165. There are state and local municipality Codes and Regulations, and many of these may come from Referenced Documents acceptable to the Federal Government, i.e. National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)  Codes and Standards, as well as other Associations and Code making bodies, (which apply and constitute the basis for all Fire Protection and Fire Suppression). 

FOR PERFORMING ARTS INDIVIDUALS: FIRE EXTINGUISHER TRAINING
It is our opinion that all individuals who work in a performing arts facility or any space that may be used for performing, be thoroughly and professionally trained to use any of the fire extinguishers that are in their facility. All those who are employed, volunteers, amateurs, students, and parents must have thorough training. 
· A fire extinguisher or as many as needed and required shall be in every part of the building and in all shops and offices. 

· It is crucial that the correct classification and rated fire extinguisher be in the physical area for which it may have to be used: fires that may be caused by electrical, chemical, plastic, wood, fabric, metal, or petroleum. 
· Fire extinguishers shall be located on the side of each stage and in every performing space and every shop and office and be totally ready in any emergency. 
· Fire extinguishers shall never be placed on the floor. 

· Absolutely nothing shall block the fire extinguishers at any time in any way, NEVER!

· A free and clear path shall always be an avenue to reach the fire extinguisher. Everyone should be able to proceed to a fire extinguisher without having to put chairs, chains, scenery, coats, pieces of pipe leaning near them, broom handles, platforms to be stepped over, cups placed on top of them, or any item set in front of it for any reason whatsoever. 
· If possible, a foot wide, bright red line shall be painted from the floor to the ceiling behind the extinguisher to enable anyone looking for the fire extinguisher to know exactly where it is. 
· A square two feet by two feet shall be painted on the floor, or marked on the floor in front of the fire extinguisher. Nothing is ever to be placed in that space. The square to be painted shall be yellow and this square shall be maintained so as to always be readily visible. 
TRAINING IN USE OF THE FIRE EXTINGUISHER

· Every individual who works in the performing arts spaces shall be professionally trained in the use of the fire extinguisher, its hazards, and shall be trained to judge when and when not to use the extinguisher.
· There are specific guidelines that must be followed in case of a fire, and professionally trained fire fighters can instruct as to these guidelines.

· It is recommended that you contact the local fire department for assistance, or the vendor who services your fire extinguishers. 

· Although there may be few performing arts and theater fires in this country, it is wise and a necessity to know when and when not to use the extinguisher. 

· There may be a time when the fire is of such a nature, that in your judgment it cannot be extinguished by a portable extinguisher, and the prudent and wise and reasonable decision is to evacuate immediately. 

· Buildings can be rebuilt, but people in danger must evacuate immediately. 

· Our opinion is to immediately assess the situation, and if it seems beyond your ability to extinguish with a portable fire extinguisher, go for the fire alarm immediately, and evacuate. 

INSPECTION AND EVALUATION OF FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

· Fire extinguishers are only one (1) element in the total Fire Protection System of a performing arts facility. 

· They shall be inspected at least once per month and a full and complete record of their condition shall be maintained in the administrative office. 

· Individuals working in shops, offices, box offices, refreshment areas, costume shops, and other spaces see these extinguishers every day. A quick glance to check to see/assess, if they are charged and in good condition, is a practice that should be recommended to the entire staff.  

· A competent and licensed Fire Extinguisher Technician and or Company, Service or professional vendor, shall provide an annual inspection to assure the theater that its fire extinguishers are in full compliance with Fire Codes for Fire Extinguishers, i.e. charged, labeled, legibly tagged, punched, initialed, signed, dated, and that the proper extinguisher (Classification) is placed in the working or storage space for which it should be used in case of an emergency. (ABC extinguishers are most often recommended).
SIZE OF THE FIRE EXTINGUISHER

· Too often we discover the fire extinguisher that is placed in some venues, and specifically in some spaces in the venue, is too large and too heavy for the occupants and users of those spaces. 

· The extinguisher that is situated in any room or space shall be of such a size that the person who is to handle it can do so with ease. The whole idea of the extinguisher is to have a fire suppression device that can be used efficiently in case of an emergency. 
· In the theater environments there are many types of physical operations, i.e. dancing, working with woods, welding, electrical devices, pyrotechnic materials, chemicals of all types, special effect devices, fabrics, sprays, forming of plastics, fog machines, props, furniture, scenery, hot lighting instruments, cables, cleaning materials, graphic arts materials, pressurized vessels, heating units, and a variety of other potential sources for fire. 

· The proper type and classification of fire extinguisher is crucial, and it must be able to be used carefully and in a highly efficient manner, if called upon to be used. 

MASTER CHARTS OF FIRE EXTINGUISHER PLACEMENT

· Our experience and risk assessments, over a period of more than fifty years, finds that too often in public assembly and performing arts facilities, fire extinguishers have not been inspected and maintained, sometimes for as long as seven years. 
· Although this may seem horrendous, the fact remains that fire extinguishers in these facilities are often stolen, used for playing games, often blocked from view, inaccessible, and too frequently, not maintained. 

· We recommend that the facility and its administration maintain an up-to-date, Master accurate computer file and chart of where each fire extinguisher is located, and the evaluations for each of them. An annual check of these files shall be carried out. 
· A copy of the location of each fire extinguisher shall be maintained. These records shall be up-to-date at all times. 

· Any extinguisher that is stolen or damaged or malfunctioning shall be replaced immediately with an extinguisher fully charged and ready to use, with absolutely no hesitation. 

· We also recommend that in the office of the management, a large, graphic, physical diagram be developed to chart the location and type of each fire extinguisher posted. 

RECOMMENDED MASTER CHART FOR ALL DEVICES

# It is our recommendation that a very large, Master Chart, highly graphic in colors, be developed indicating where every Fire Suppression device and Alarm is in the facility, i.e. strobes, pull alarms, sprinklers, risers, fire extinguishers, sirens, shut off valves, deluge curtain controls and shut off devices, and any equipment that may be used in an emergency condition, evacuation, or disaster. 
